SEA WORLD, SAN DIEGO 


NECROPSY REPORT 


GENUS/SPECIES:__Orcinus orca I.D.NO.__SWC-00-760] 
DATE/TIME OF DEATH:___4/28/86: 2330 PATH. NO. Sw 86072 
DATE/TIME OF NECROPSY: 4/29/86 SEX: male 


CLINICAL HISTORY PRIOR TO DEATH: The animal exhibited a gradual decline 
in appetite and general health over a six month period. Decrease in kid- 
ney function became an acute kidney failure about two weeks previous tc 
Geath. Fluid therapy was given by intravenous and subcutaneous fluids ana 
support therapy for two weeks prior to death. The animal appeared to 
rally about 48 hours prior to death, becoming generally more alert, etc. 
Sucden death occurred at approximately 11:30 p.m. on April 28, 1986. 


APPEARANCE: Appearance was good, except for skin lesions on the chin 
{keratosis) and at the base of the dorsal fin. Animal was very old in ap- 
pearance generally. 


WEIGHT:__approx, 12,000 ibs. LENGTH: 24°75 GIRTH: 


GROSS NECROPSY FINDINGS: 


INTEGUMENT: Keratosis is evident on the mandible at the chin. The base of 
the Gorsal fin (left side, inner curvature) was extremely keratotic look- 
ing with hyperepitheliai response. 


USCU : Normal except for the dorsal lumbar and coccyseal 
muscles behind the dorsal fin, which are ischemic and pale. 


RESPIRATORY: There is acute pulmonary congestion with frothy tracheal] 
fluid. Both the right and left lungs contain numerous marble-size (1l-: 
cm) abscess lesions with greenish tinged exudate. 
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GROSS FINDINGS (continued): 


CARDIOVASCULAR: The right epicardium and the left ventricle exhibit 
baseball size cirrhotic lesions on the ventral side. There are numerous 
0.5-1.5 cm cirrhotic lesions throughout the ventricle, which appear to be 
from very old cardiovascular infarcts. 


DIGESTIVE: 
LIVER: The liver is swollen and pale yellow with rounded edaes. 
STOMACH: Normal, no visible lesions. 


PANCREAS: The pancreas is Cirrhotic and hemorrhagic throughout. 


INTESTINE: There is a keratotic lesion at the anus, Intestine 
otherwise normal. 
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UROGENITAL: The kidneys are very pale with a few granular casts in the 
calayces. The kidneys are as would appear in chornic interstitial neph- 
ritis in old animals. 
ENDOCRINE: 

ADRENAL: The adrenal glands are hemorrhagic throughout. 

THYROID: No visible lesions. 


; The testes are large (12 kg +) and sperm is present 
throughout both testicles. Testicles exhibited no visible lesions. 


LYMPHATICS: The lymph nodes in the cervical and thoracic 4reas are swol- 
len, congested and somewhat hemorrhagic with some purulent exudate. 


SPLEEN: The Spleen is enlarged and hemorrhascic. 


NERVOUS SYSTEM: No visible lesions. 
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HISTOPATHOLOGY: 


PARASITES: 


CULTURES: 


DIAGNOSIS: 11) 
2) 
3} 


CURATOR: 
VETERINARIAN: 


TECHNICIAN: 
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lung, heart, liver, kidney, pancreas, adrenal gland, 
spleen, lymph node, testes, skeletal muscle 


chronic cardiovascular failure (cardiac infarcts) 
nephrosis; chronic interstitial nephritis 
systemic failure and resultant septicemia 







